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« In re Application of: 

Date: May 11,2004 

LEE RAMAGE, ALAN B. MACDONALD 
and RORY D. PARKER 

Serial No. : 10/705,747 

Group Art Unit: 3644 

Filed : November 10, 2003 

For : FLUID LOADING SYSTEM 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. SS 1.56. 1.97. and 1.98 

Applicants are submitting this Information Disclosure Statement pursuant to 

37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98 to disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office the 

patents, publications, applications, and/or other references listed on the enclosed, 

completed PTO-1449 form. The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement should 

not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that 

the listed references are prior art for this application. Applicants respectfully request that 

the listed references be expressly considered during prosecution of the application, and 

that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "references cited" on 

any patents issuing therefrom. 
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CONTENT OF DISCLOSURE 

This Information Disclosure Statement includes one page of PTO-1449 form; 
however, with the exception of U.S. Patent No. 5,451,016 which was not provided in an 
earlier U.S. application, it does not include copies of the references listed on the form, as 
permitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), because copies already were provided in an earlier 
U.S. application (U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/803,227 filed March 9, 2001 
which claims priority from U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/188,547, 
filed March 10, 2000) that is relied on here for an earlier effective filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 120. 

FOREIGN-LANGUAGE REFERENCES 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each listed reference not in the English 
language follows: 

French Patent No. 2512775 : In-flight water scooping system for fire fighting 
aircraft using torpedo shaped scoop with motor and control surfaces controlled from the 
aircraft for depth, direction and speed. A torpedo shaped scoop is self-propelled under 
water by a motor. The scoop is attached to the airplane by a towing cable and a tubular 
cable which passes over winches in the aircraft. The water is forced into the scoop inlet 
and is forced into the tubular cable to be pumped into water tanks in the aircraft by 
suction pumps. Tow ailerons and a rudder on the tail section ensure that the scoop is 
maintained in the water during the trawling action by the aircraft. These controls are 
controlled by commands issued from the aircraft and transmitted along the towing cable. 
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When the tanks are full the scoop is winched aboard the aircraft and the rudder and 
ailerons provide control to guide the scoop. 

TIMING OF DISCLOSURE / FEE INFORMATION 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed, to the best of the 
undersigned's knowledge, either (1) before the mailing of a first Office action on the 
merits, or (2) before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. Therefore, in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), no fee or statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is required. 

Please contact the undersigned with any questions or comments regarding this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450, on May 11, 2004. 



Respectfully submitted, 
KOLISCH HARTWELL, P.C. 
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Pierre C. Van Rysseljberghe 
Registration No. 33)557 
Customer No. 23581 
520 S.W. Yamhill Street, Suite 200 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 224-6655 
Facsimile: (503) 295-6679 
Attorney for Applicant/Assignee 
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